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January 28, 2008 

 
 
TO THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER ADDRESSED CEO, CEO+ 
 
RE: John A. Klein 
 
 
We are saddened to advise the membership of the death of John A. Klein, President & CEO of People’s United 
Bank.  John passed away this past Friday, January 25th at Yale-New Haven Hospital.   
 
A copy of the obituary is listed below. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 

GERALD M. NOONAN 
President & CEO 

 
 
 
KLEIN, John A. John A. Klein, President and Chief Executive Officer of People's United Bank and its parent, People's United Financial, Inc. 
passed away (January 25, 2008) at Yale-New Haven Hospital. He was 58 years old. John leaves his wife and high school sweetheart, Carla, to 
whom he was married for 37 years, and his two children and their spouses: Kristen Chiodo and her husband Chuck and Eric and his wife 
Allison. He had been looking forward to the arrival of Kristen and Chuck's baby - his first grandchild - who is due to be born in February. He is 
also survived by his sister Patricia and her husband Daniel Snow, of Norwalk, his brother Peter, of Florida, and his mother-in-law Almira 
Salomonsen, of Orange. John was born in Bridgeport on March 19, 1949. He grew up in Milford and graduated from Jonathan Law High School 
in 1967. He attended Columbia University and graduated from the University of Connecticut in 1971. John joined what was then known as 
People's Savings Bank, Bridgeport in December, 1971 as a management trainee. Later, while working full time at the bank, he attended the 
University of Connecticut Law School at night. Following his graduation from law school in 1977, he became the bank's first in-house lawyer 
and was appointed its General Counsel in 1984. Over the next fifteen years, he served in a variety of positions of increasing responsibility at 
People's United, culminating in his appointment as Chairman, President and Chief Executive Officer of the bank in 1999. During his eight year 
tenure as Chief Executive Officer, John focused his efforts on ensuring that the bank would be able to meet the challenges of banking in the 
twenty-first century, while maintaining its culture and community focus. He effectively steered the bank through the difficult economy of the 
early 2000s, and when the bank determined it was necessary to sell its credit card business, he successfully negotiated a sale that retained 
the jobs in Bridgeport. Last year, John led the bank's conversion to full public stockholder ownership. The bank's new holding company, 
People's United Financial, Inc., raised approximately $3.4 billion in the offering, making it one of the largest stock offerings in United States 
history. Most recently under John's leadership, the bank completed the acquisition of Chittenden Corporation, expanding People's United to 
approximately $22 billion in assets and more than 300 branches in 6 states. John was also Chairman of the Board of the People's United 
Community Foundation, which he believed reflected the bank's ongoing commitment to community betterment. In addition to his involvement 
with the bank's outreach, John held leadership roles with a broad array of community and business organizations. These included: the board 
of directors of Bridgeport Hospital and Yale-New Haven Health; the Bridgeport Regional Business Council; the Greater Bridgeport Area 
Foundation; and The Business Council of Fairfield County. John also was a board member of the Connecticut Bankers Association, the 
Connecticut Business and Industry Association, and a member of the Connecticut Bar Association. Inspired by the example of his wife Carla, a 
long-time teacher, John was an advocate of the importance of education and, particularly, public education. He believed that a strong public 
educational system is critical to Connecticut's long term success and prosperity, and, as a proud graduate of the University of Connecticut 
(and a devoted Huskies fan), he was an enthusiastic supporter of UCONN. John was dedicated to supporting research aimed at making a 
difference in the fight against esophageal cancer. Following his treatment at the University of Michigan, John and Carla worked with the 
university to establish the John A. and Carla S. Klein Family Research Professorship in Thoracic Surgery to support a faculty member whose 
research focuses on diseases of the esophagus. Calling hours will take place on Monday, January 28, 2008 from 4-8 p.m. in the Abriola 
Parkview Funeral Home, 419 White Plains Rd., Trumbull, CT. A memorial service will take place on Tuesday, January 29, 2008 beginning at 11 
a.m. at the Klein Memorial Auditorium, 910 Fairfield Ave., Bridgeport, CT. In lieu of flowers, the family asks that donations be made to the 
University of Michigan in support of the John A. and Carla S. Klein Family Research Professorship in Thoracic Surgery. University of Michigan, 
Department of Surgery, 1500 E. Medical Center Dr., 2110 Taubman Center, Ann Arbor, MI 48109-5346. For travel directions and more 
information visit us at www.abriola.com. 

 


